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| 1. Basic Colors in Spanish (Los Colores Basicos)

In Spanish, the word for color is el color (masculine), and its plural form is los colores. Below is the essential
foundational palette:

ENGLISH SPANISH PHONETIC GUIDE EXAMPLE SENTENCE
Red @ Rojo ROH-hoh La manzana es roja.
Blue @ Azul ah-ZOOL El cielo es azul.

Yellow Amarillo ah-mah-REE-yoh El sol es amarillo.
Green @ Verde BEHR-deh La hierba es verde.
Orange @ Naranja / Anaranjado nah-RAHN-hah La flor es naranja.
Purple @ Morado / Purpura moh-RAH-doh Las uvas son moradas.
Pink @ Rosa/ Rosado ROH-sah El vestido es rosa.
Brown @ Marrén / Café mah-RROHN El perro es marron.
Black @ Negro NEH-groh El gato es negro.
White Blanco BLAHN-koh La nieve es blanca.
Gray @ Giris GREES El elefante es gris.

Key Pronunciation Tips

» J Sound (Rojo): Pronounced as a soft breathy "h" from the back of the throat.

* LL Sound (Amarillo): Pronounced like the "y" in yellow.
* R Sound (Rosa/Verde): Initial R is rolled; internal R is tapped softly.

2. Key Grammar Rules: Agreement & Modifiers

Gender & Number Agreement Shade Modifiers
Color adjectives ending in -0 have 4 forms (rojo, roja, Modify basic colors by placing descriptors
rojos, rojas): immediately after the base term:
* El libro rojo (Masc. Sing.) * Claro (Light): Azul claro (Light blue)
* La pluma roja (Fem. Sing.) * Oscuro (Dark): Verde oscuro (Dark green)
* Los libros rojos (Masc. Plur.) * Brillante / Vivo (Bright): Amarillo vivo
* Las plumas rojas (Fem. Plur.) * Neon / Fosforescente: Verde nedon

Colors ending in consonants (azul) or -e (verde)
change only for plural (azules, verdes).



| 3. Specialized Color Categories

Hair Colors (Colores de Cabello) Eye Colors (Colores de Ojos)
* Rubio: Blonde » Ojos marrones / castaios: Brown eyes
« Castano: Brown / Brunette * Ojos azules: Blue eyes
* Pelirrojo: Redhead / Ginger * Ojos verdes: Green eyes
* Negro: Black * Ojos color miel / avellana: Hazel / Honey eyes

 Cano / Con canas: Gray / White Example: El tiene los ojos azules.

Example: Tengo el pelo castano. / Ella es rubia.

Neutral Colors (Colores Neutros) Vibrant & Secondary Colors
* Beis / Crema: Beige / Cream * Turquesa: Turquoise
» Marfil / Blanco roto: Ivory / Off-white * Azul marino: Navy blue
+ Gris marengo: Charcoal gray » Dorado / Plateado: Gold / Silver
* Color camel / Arena: Tan / Sand * Fucsia / Magenta: Magenta / Hot pink

| 4. Practice Questions & FAQs

Q: What is the difference between marron and café?
Marrén is widely used in Spain and parts of South America, while café is preferred in Mexico, Central America, and
Colombia.

Q: How do you ask "What color is this?" in Spanish?
You ask: ";De qué color es esto?" To answer, use: "Es de color [rojo]" or simply "Es [rojo]".
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