LA FAMILIA EN ESPANOL

A Complete Guide to Vocabulary, Relationships, and Cultural Nuances

Mastering family terms in Spanish is essential for real-world communication. In Spanish-speaking cultures,
family ties are central to social life. This guide provides a comprehensive overview of immediate relatives,
extended family, in-laws, Mexican slang, and essential sentence structures.

1. IMMEDIATE FAMILY (LA FAMILIA CERCANA)

In Spanish, gender determines the ending of most family terms (masculine ends in -o, feminine in -a). Mixed groups
use the masculine plural form.

ENGLISH RELATION SPANISH TERM EXAMPLE SENTENCE
Mother / Father La madre / El padre Mi madre es profesora.

Mom / Dad (Informal) La mama / El papa Mi papa trabaja en la ciudad.
Parents Los padres Mis padres viven en México.
Son / Daughter El hijo / La hija Su hija estudia medicina.
Brother / Sister El hermano / La hermana Tengo dos hermanos mayores.
Husband / Wife El esposo / La esposa Mi esposo es ingeniero.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

GRAMMAR TIP: POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVES

Use mi / mis for "my", tu / tus for "your" (informal), and su / sus for "his/her/their".
Examples: Mi hermano (My brother) | Mis hermanas (My sisters).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. EXTENDED FAMILY & IN-LAWS (FAMILIA EXTENDIDA Y SUEGROS)

EXTENDED FAMILY SPANISH TERM IN-LAW & BLENDED SPANISH TERM
Grandfather / Father-in-law / Mother-in-

El abuelo / La abuela El suegro / La suegra
Grandmother law

Brother-in-law / Sister-in-
Grandparents Los abuelos law El cuhado / La cuhada

Son-in-law / Daughter-in-

Uncle / Aunt El tio / La tia law El yerno / La nuera
Cousin (m/f) El primo / La prima Stepfather / Stepmother El padrastro / La madrastra
El sobrino / La El hermanastro / La
Nephew / Niece . Stepbrother / Stepsister
sobrina hermanastra
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3. VISUALIZING RELATIONSHIPS: FAMILY TREE EXAMPLE

[Roberto] (Abuelo) = [Carmen] (Abuela)
I

e e e e e aaoo o o e e e eeaoo o +
| |
[Carlos] (Padre) = [Elena] (Madre) [Sofia] (Tia)
I
R oo +
I I
[Mateo] (Hijo) [Lucia] (Hija)

4. MEXICAN SLANG & COLLOQUIALISMS

Mexican Spanish has rich, informal terms used in everyday conversation across families:

SLANG EXPRESSION MEANING CONTEXT / EXAMPLE

Mis jefes / La jefa My parents / My mom Voy a comer con mis jefes. (Dinner with parents)

El carnal / La carnala Brother / Sister (or close friend) Es mi carnal del alma. (He is like a brother)

Los chamacos / morros  The kids / young children Los chamacos estan jugando. (The kids are playing)
Hijo de tigre, pintito Chip off the old block Used when a child inherits a parent's traits.

5. QUICK SELF-ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET

Fill in the blanks with the correct Spanish family relation:

1. La hermana de mi madre es mi . (Answer: tia)

2. El padre de mi padre es mi . (Answer: abuelo)

3. El hijo de mi tia es mi . (Answer: primo)

4. La esposa de mi hermano es mi . (Answer: cufiada)

Take Your Spanish Further

Master natural conversation and structured grammar with personalized lessons and live practice groups.

Courses: myspanishclass.xyz/spanish-classes/ | Practice Group: se-habla.com
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