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"LIKE" IN SPANISH
Mastering the Many Meanings

The English word "like" is a multi-tasker that functions as a verb, adjective, preposition, noun, and filler word. Spanish

has specific, distinct terms for each role instead of a direct word-for-word translation.

1. EXPRESSING PREFERENCE: THE VERB "TO LIKE" (GUSTAR)

When expressing that you like something, Spanish uses the verb gustar  in a reversed structure: the thing liked is the

subject, and the person liking it is the indirect object pronoun (me, te, le, nos, os, les).

Key Takeaway: Rarely translate "I like" as "Yo gusto." Think of it as "It pleases me" (→ Me gusta). 

2. EXPRESSING SIMILARITY: COMPARISON (COMO)

When "like" means "similar to" or "in the manner of," use como (or parecido a / similar a).

Comparison to an Object/Person: Él corre como el viento. (He runs like the wind.)

Comparison of Likeness: Quiero un coche como el tuyo. (I want a car like yours.)

Giving Examples (Such as): Disfruto los deportes como el fútbol y el tenis. (I enjoy sports like soccer and tennis.)

3. SOCIAL MEDIA & FILLERS

4. MEXICAN SLANG & CONVERSATIONAL IDIOMS MEXICO 🇲🇽

In Mexican Spanish, everyday speech relies heavily on specialized slang expressions for "like":

English Spanish Translation Literal Translation Grammar Rule

I like this book. Me gusta este libro. This book is pleasing to me. Use gusta for singular nouns

or verbs.

I like these books. Me gustan estos libros. These books are pleasing to

me.

Use gustan for plural nouns.

I like you (friendship). Me caes bien. You fall well to me. For non-romantic agreeable

people.

I like you (romantic). Me gustas. You are pleasing to me. Expresses romantic attraction.

I would like coffee. Quisiera café. I would want coffee. Polite request ("I would

like...").

• 

• 

• 

Category Spanish Equivalent Example

Social Media Noun Un "Me Gusta" / Un "like" Mi foto tuvo cien me gusta. (My photo got 100

likes.)

Social Media Action Dar "Me Gusta" ¡No olvides darle Me Gusta y suscribirte! (Like &

subscribe!)

Conversational Filler Como que / O sea Yo estaba como que, "No sé..." / Fue, o sea,

totalmente loco.

Mexican Expression English Equivalent Context Example Sentence

Haz de cuenta (que) "Like..." / "Imagine that..." Storytelling trigger Haz de cuenta que no me vio.

Y yo así de... "And I was like..." Quoting reactions Y yo así de: "¡No manches!"

Tipo "Like..." / "Kind of" Youth / Fresa slang Estuvo, tipo, súper grande.

MySpanishClass.xyz — Like in Spanish Guide Page 1 of 2



5. QUICK REFERENCE: CONJUGATION OF GUSTAR
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Ponle tú (que) "Say like..." / "Give or take" Estimates &

hypotheses

Haces, ponle tú, 20 minutos.

O sea "I mean..." / "Like..." Universal filler O sea, no fue mi culpa.

Subject Liking Present Tense Preterite Tense (Past) Future Tense

(Yo) I Me gusta / Me gustan Me gustó / Me gustaron Me gustará / Me gustarán

(Tú) You Te gusta / Te gustan Te gustó / Te gustaron Te gustará / Te gustarán

(Él/Ella/Usted) He/She/You Le gusta / Le gustan Le gustó / Le gustaron Le gustará / Le gustarán

(Nosotros) We Nos gusta / Nos gustan Nos gustó / Nos gustaron Nos gustará / Nos gustarán

(Ellos/Ustedes) They/You all Les gusta / Les gustan Les gustó / Les gustaron Les gustará / Les gustarán
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