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Learning how to express your nationality in Spanish is one of the essential first steps toward real conversational

fluency. Whether introducing yourself at a social gathering, filling out official travel forms, or making new

international friends, stating where you are from builds immediate connection.

1. How to Say Nationality in Spanish

In Spanish, discussing origin relies on the irregular verb ser (to be). Here are the primary ways to ask and answer

questions about origin:

¿De dónde eres? — Where are you from? (Informal)

¿De dónde es usted? — Where are you from? (Formal)

¿Cuál es tu nacionalidad? — What is your nationality?

To answer, you can use two fundamental sentence structures:

Ser + de + Country Name: Soy de Canadá. (I am from Canada.)

Ser + Nationality Adjective: Soy canadiense. (I am Canadian.)

2. Key Grammar Rules for Nationality Adjectives

Nationality adjectives in Spanish must agree in gender and number with the person or noun they describe.

A. Gender Agreement

Ending in -o / -a: Words ending in -o in masculine change to -a for feminine.

Ejemplo: mexicano / mexicana

Ending in Consonants: Add an -a for feminine and drop written accents.

Ejemplo: español / española | alemán / alemana

Ending in -ense or -í: Gender-neutral (same for masculine and feminine).

Ejemplo: estadounidense, canadiense, marroquí

B. Do You Capitalize Nationalities in Spanish?

Grammar Rule: Lowercase Nationalities

Unlike English, nationalities and languages are NOT capitalized in Spanish. Capital letters are used only

for official names of countries or cities.

Correct: Vivo en España, soy español y hablo español.

3. Nationality of Spanish-Speaking Countries

Below is the complete reference list for the 21 official Spanish-speaking nations:

• 

• 

• 

1. 

2. 

• 

• 

• 
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Country (País) Masculine Adjective Feminine Adjective English Translation

Argentina argentino argentina Argentine / Argentinean

Bolivia boliviano boliviana Bolivian

Chile chileno chilena Chilean

Colombia colombiano colombiana Colombian

Costa Rica costarricense costarricense Costa Rican

Cuba cubano cubana Cuban

Ecuador ecuatoriano ecuatoriana Ecuadorian

El Salvador salvadoreño salvadoreña Salvadoran

España español española Spanish / Spaniard

Guatemala guatemalteco guatemalteca Guatemalan

Guinea Ecuatorial ecuatoguineano ecuatoguineana Equatorial Guinean

Honduras hondureño hondureña Honduran

México mexicano mexicana Mexican

Nicaragua nicaragüense nicaragüense Nicaraguan

Panamá panameño panameña Panamanian

Paraguay paraguayo paraguaya Paraguayan

Perú peruano peruana Peruvian

Puerto Rico puertorriqueño puertorriqueña Puerto Rican

República Dominicana dominicano dominicana Dominican

Uruguay uruguayo uruguaya Uruguayan

Venezuela venezolano venezolana Venezuelan

4. Special Focus: Mexican Spanish Slang & Expressions

In everyday conversational Mexican Spanish, locals use vibrant slang and cultural idioms alongside standard

grammar:

Mexa: Modern, popular abbreviation for Mexican. ("Orgullosamente mexa")

Chilango / Chilanga: Informal term for someone from Mexico City (CDMX).

Regio / Regiomontana: Someone from the northern city of Monterrey.

Ser más mexicano que el nopal: Idiom meaning "to be as Mexican as it gets."

Ahorita: Diminutive of ahora (now). Depending on context, it can mean right now, in 3 hours, or politely never!

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Interactive Quiz: Test Your Knowledge

Fill in the correct nationality form for each sentence:

María es de Brasil. Ella es __________________. (brasileño)

John es de los Estados Unidos. Él es __________________. (estadounidense)

Ana y Lucía son de España. Ellas son __________________. (español)

Respuestas: 1. brasileña | 2. estadounidense | 3. españolas

5. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q: Is "americano" commonly used for people from the United States?

A: In Spanish, americano/a refers to anyone from the American continent. The precise term for someone from the

US is estadounidense.

Q: Do nationality adjectives change when describing objects or food?

A: Yes! Adjectives modify any noun they follow, e.g., la comida mexicana (Mexican food) or los vinos italianos

(Italian wines).

Ready to Master Conversational Spanish?

Take your language skills to the next level with personalized guidance and active conversation practice!

Book Online Spanish Classes Join Se Habla Language Exchange
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