Mastering the Verb Llamarse

A Complete Guide to Conjugation, Usage, & Real-World Application
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I 1. What is the Meaning of Llamarse?

In Spanish, the verb llamarse literally translates to "to call oneself.” However, in everyday English communication, it
is translated as "to be named" or "to be called."

Mindset Shift: English vs. Spanish

In English, we say: "My name is Carlos."
In Spanish, we express action: "Me llamo Carlos." (Literally: | call myself Carlos).

2. Understanding Reflexive Conjugation

The verb is composed of the base verb llamar (to call) and the reflexive pronoun se. To conjugate llamarse, you
must place the matching reflexive pronoun before the conjugated verb form:

* Me (myself) — Yo

* Te (yourself) — Tu

- Se (himself / herself / yourself formal) — EI / Ella / Ud.

* Nos (ourselves) — Nosotros

* Os (yourselves informal) — Vosotros

* Se (themselves / yourselves formal) — Ellos / Ellas / Uds.

| 3. Present Tense Conjugation Chart

This is the most essential form used in everyday greetings and introductions.

PRONOUN REFLEXIVE COMPLETE ENGLISH

PRONOUN CONJUGATION TRANSLATION
Yo me llamo Yo me llamo | am named / My name is
Ta te llamas Tua te llamas You are named (informal)

He/She/You formal are

El/ Ella/ Ud. se llama El/ Ella/ Ud. se llama
named
Nosotros nos llamamos Nosotros nos llamamos We are named
Vosotros 0S llamais Vosotros os llamais You all are named (Spain)
Ellos / Ellas / Ellos / Ellas / Uds. se
se llaman They / You all are named
Uds. llaman
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| 4. Preterite (Past) Tense Conjugation

Use the preterite tense to talk about what someone or something was named in the past (e.g., prior to a name
change or historical context).

PRONOUN CONJUGATION EXAMPLE SENTENCE ENGLISH TRANSLATION

Yo me llamé Yo me llamé Alex por un dia. | was named Alex for a day.

Ta te llamaste ¢ T te llamaste asi siempre? Were you always named that?

El / Ella / Ud. se llamo El barco se llam¢ Titanic. The ship was named Titanic.
Nosotros nos llamamos Nos llamamos los Campeones. We called ourselves the Champions.
Ellos / Uds. se llamaron Ellos se llamaron de otra forma. They were named differently.

| 5. Real-World Dialogue Script

Sofia: jHola! Bienvenidos a la reunion. ;Como te llamas ti?
Mateo: Hola Sofia. Yo me llamo Mateo. Un placer conocerte.
Sofia: El placer es mio. Y cémo se llaman tus comparieros?

Mateo: Ellos se llaman Lucas y Elena.

| 6. Frequently Asked Questions

What is the difference between llamar and llamarse?

Llamar is transitive and means to call someone (e.g., on the phone or shouting). Llamarse is reflexive and means
to carry a name or be named.

Is llamarse a regular verb?

Yes! The base verb stem llamar follows standard -ar verb regular conjugation rules across present, preterite, and
imperfect tenses.

Ready to Boost Your Spanish Fluency?

Explore interactive guides, worksheets, and online classes at myspanishclass.xyz 0 &
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