A1 Study Guide: The Verb "Tener"

A1 BEGINNER
Mastering "To Have" in Spanish — Conjugations, Uses & Family Vocabulary

Core Concept: The verb TENER translates to "to have" in Spanish. It is an irregular verb used primarily to show
possession, describe family relationships, express age, and state physical/emotional needs.

1. PRESENT TENSE CONJUGATION (PRESENTE DE INDICATIVO)

Tener is a stem-changing verb (e — ie) with an irregular first-person singular (yo tengo).

Subject Pronoun Spanish Verb English Translation Example Sentence

Yo tengo | have Yo tengo dos hermanos.

Ta tienes You have (informal) ¢Tu tienes una hermana?

El / Ella/ Ud. tiene rl;i:\//eShe / You (formal) Ella tiene un perro grande.

Nosotros / as tenemos We have et ensizsig
casa.

Vosotros / as tenéis You all have (Spain) VOSOF"OS tenéls primos en
Madrid.

Ellos / Ellas / Uds. tienen They / You all have Ellos tienen tres hijos.

2. KEY USES OF "TENER"

1. Possession & Family 2. Expressing Age

Used to express ownership or personal connections: Spanish uses tener (not "to be") for age:

e Tengo un coche nuevo. (I have a new car.) o ;Cuantos afios tienes? (How old are you?)

e Mi madre tiene cuatro hermanos. e Tengo 20 afios. (I am 20 years old.)

3. NEGATION & DESIRES

To form negative sentences, place no directly before the verb. To express desires, pair modal verbs with the infinitive
tener.

How to Say "I Don't Have" Expressing Future Desires
Formula: No + [conjugated tener] + [noun] * Quiero tener: Quiero tener una familia grande. (I
« No tengo hermanos. (I don't have siblings.) want to have a big family.)

* Me gustaria tener: Me gustaria tener un perro. (|
would like to have a dog.)

« Elno tiene mascotas. (He doesn't have pets.)
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4. PAST & FUTURE TENSES OF "TENER"

Preterite (Completed Past) Imperfect ("Used to Have")
Pronoun Preterite Pronoun Imperfect
Yo tuve Yo tenia
Ta tuviste Ta tenias
El/Ella/Ud. tuvo El/Ella/ud. tenia
Nosotros tuvimos Nosotros teniamos
Ellos/Uds. tuvieron Ellos/Uds. tenian

Simple Future Tense

Yo Ta El / Ella / Ud. Nosotros Ellos / Uds.

tendré tendras tendra tendremos tendran

5. ESSENTIAL IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS WITH "TENER"

In Spanish, physical and emotional states use tener + [noun] where English uses "to be + [adjective]".

Tener hambre: To be hungry Tener sueiio: To be sleepy
Tener sed: To be thirsty Tener miedo: To be afraid
Tener frio: To be cold Tener prisa: To be in a hurry
Tener calor: To be hot Tener razén: To be right

6. QUICK PRACTICE EXERCISES

Fill in the blanks with the correct present tense form of tener:

1.Mihermano —_________ (tener) dos gatos.

2.Yono —___ (tener) primos en Colombia.
3.¢Cuantosafios — (tener) tu?

4.Nosotros —_______ (tener) una reunion familiar hoy.
5.Misabuelos —___________ (tener) una casa en el campo.

Answer Key: 1. tiene | 2. tengo | 3. tienes | 4. tenemos | 5. tienen
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