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Navigating relationships becomes much simpler once you master possessive adjectives for Spanish. Whether you

are introducing your mother, talking about your brother's dog, or describing family traditions, possessive adjectives

provide the necessary context to express ownership and connections clearly.

This guide forms part of our ongoing Spanish Family Series. Here, you will learn how possessive forms work, explore

practical possessive adjectives spanish sentences, review Mexican regional expressions, and practice interactive

exercises to boost your conversational confidence.

What Are Possessive Adjectives in Spanish?

Possessive adjectives indicate who owns or is associated with a noun. Unlike English—where words like "my," "your,"

or "their" never change shape—Spanish possessive adjectives must agree in number (singular or plural) and

sometimes gender (masculine or feminine) with the noun being possessed, not the person who owns it.

Owner ---> [ Possessive Adjective ] ---> Possessed Noun (Determines Gender & Number) 

In the context of talking about family, this means the word you choose depends directly on whether you are talking

about one relative or several.

Visualizing Spanish Possessive Adjectives with Canadian and Mexican family contexts.

Short-Form Possessive Adjectives (Unstressed)

Short-form possessives are the most common type. They always appear before the noun they modify.

Singular vs. Plural Agreement Rules

Person English Singular Noun Plural Noun

Yo (I) my mi padre mis padres

Tú (You - informal) your tu hermano tus hermanos

Él / Ella / Usted his / her / your (formal) su tía sus tías

Nosotros / Nosotras our nuestro / nuestra abuelo(a) nuestros / nuestras abuelos(as)

Vosotros / Vosotras your (plural informal) vuestro / vuestra primo(a) vuestros / vuestras primos(as)

Ellos / Ellas / Ustedes their / your (plural) su familia sus familias

A complete guide to rules, family vocabulary, Mexican slang, and practice exercises.

Spanish Possessive Adjectives Canada and Mexico Chart
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Understanding the Ambiguity of "Su" and "Sus"

The adjective su (and its plural sus) can mean his, her, its, your (formal), or their. To avoid confusion in family

conversations, Spanish speakers often clarify the relationship using a prepositional phrase: [Artículo] +
[Familia] + de + [Persona].

Ambiguous: Su casa es grande. (His/Her/Their house is big.)

Clear: La casa de ella es grande. (Her house is big.)

Clear: Los primos de Fernando son amables. (Fernando's cousins are kind.)

Long-Form Possessive Adjectives (Stressed)

Long-form possessives are used for emphasis, contrast, or when expressing concepts like "of mine" or "of yours."

These adjectives always come after the noun.

mío / mía / míos / mías (of mine)

tuyo / tuya / tuyos / tuyas (of yours)

suyo / suya / suyos / suyas (of his / hers / yours formal / theirs)

nuestro / nuestra / nuestros / nuestras (of ours)

vuestro / vuestra / vuestros / vuestras (of yours plural)

Examples in Family Contexts:

Un primo mío vive en Madrid. (A cousin of mine lives in Madrid.)

¡Hijo mío! ¿Dónde estabas? (My child! Where were you?)

Esas fotos son tuyas. (Those photos are yours.)

Real-World Possessive Adjectives Spanish Sentences

Reviewing full sentences helps cement agreement patterns. Notice how the adjective changes based on the family

member being discussed.

Examples Using Singular Relatives

Mi madre cocina una cena deliciosa los domingos. (My mother cooks a delicious dinner on Sundays.)

¿Dónde vive tu hermana mayor? (Where does your older sister live?)

Su abuelo tiene ochenta años. (His/Her grandfather is eighty years old.)

Nuestra familia es muy unida. (Our family is very close-knit.)

Examples Using Plural Relatives

Mis primos vienen a visitarnos esta semana. (My cousins are coming to visit us this week.)

¿Cómo están tus padres? (How are your parents?)

Sus hijos estudian en la universidad. (Their children study at the university.)

Nuestros tíos organizan la fiesta de fin de año. (Our aunt and uncle organize the New Year's party.)
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Mexican Spanish: Family Terms, Slang, and Idioms

Mexican Spanish is rich in colloquialisms, affectionate nicknames, and unique family expressions. Combining

possessive adjectives with Mexican slang will make your everyday conversations sound natural and authentic.

Everyday Mexican Family Slang:

Mi jefa / Mi jefe: Literally "my boss," used widely across Mexico to affectionately refer to one's mother (mi jefa)

or father (mi jefe).

Mi jefecita / Mi jefecito: A warm, diminutive variation expressing high respect and affection.

Mi carnal / Mi carnala: Used for a brother or sister (or a very close friend who feels like family), derived from 

carne (flesh and blood).

Idioms and Expressive Phrases:

¡Esta es tu casa! / Mi casa es tu casa: The classic Mexican phrase of hospitality welcoming someone into

your home.

Hacer de las suyas: To be up to one's usual tricks or mischief (often said about younger siblings or children).

Salirse con la suya: To get one's way (e.g., Tu hermana siempre se sale con la suya).

Transitioning to Possessive Pronouns Spanish Examples

While possessive adjectives modify a noun explicitly, possessive pronouns replace the noun altogether to avoid

repetition.

Adjective + Noun : Mi hermana es alta. (My sister is tall.)

Possessive Pronoun: La mía es alta también. (Mine is tall too.) 

Formula for Possessive Pronouns: Definite Article (el / la / los / las) + Long-Form
Possessive Adjective

English Phrase Noun Being Replaced Possessive Pronoun

My father / Mine El padre (masculine singular) El mío

Your sister / Yours La hermana (feminine singular) La tuya

His/Her uncles / His/Hers Los tíos (masculine plural) Los suyos

Our aunts / Ours Las tías (feminine plural) Las nuestras

Interactive Possessive Pronouns Spanish Exercises

Test your understanding of possessive structures with these rapid exercises.

Exercise 1: Choose the Correct Possessive Adjective

(My) ___ padres son ingenieros.

(Our) ___ madre es muy trabajadora.

(Your - informal) ___ hermano menor es muy divertido.

(Their) ___ casa está cerca del parque.

Answers: 1. Mis | 2. Nuestra | 3. Tu | 4. Su
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Exercise 2: Complete with the Correct Possessive Pronoun

Mi abuela tiene 70 años. ¿Cuántos años tiene ___ (yours - informal)?

Tu primo es médico, pero ___ (mine) es profesor.

Nuestras hijas aprenden español. ¿Y ___ (theirs)?

Answers: 1. la tuya | 2. el mío | 3. las suyas

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main difference between "mi" and "mío"?

Mi is an unstressed possessive adjective placed before the noun (mi padre = my father). Mío is a stressed possessive

adjective placed after the noun (un amigo mío = a friend of mine) or used as a pronoun with an article (el mío = mine).

Do possessive adjectives in Spanish agree with the owner or the object?

In Spanish, possessive adjectives always agree in number and gender with the noun being possessed (the object or

person), not with the person who owns it.

What does "mi jefa" mean in Mexican Spanish?

In Mexican Spanish, mi jefa (or mi jefe for male) literally translates to "my boss," but it is widely used as a warm,

informal term for "my mom."

Why do "nuestro" and "vuestro" change ending while "mi" and "tu" do not?

Mi, tu, and su only change for number (mi/mis, tu/tus, su/sus). However, nuestro and vuestro end in -o, which means

they change for both gender and number (nuestro, nuestra, nuestros, nuestras).

How do I avoid confusion when using "su" or "sus"?

Because su can mean his, her, its, your, or their, you can replace it with the structure el/la/los/las + [noun] +
de + [pronoun/person]. For example, use los padres de él instead of sus padres.

Conclusion: Take Your Spanish to the Next Level

Mastering possessive adjectives for Spanish allows you to talk naturally about your family, friends, and everyday life.

By applying these rules for agreement and practice, you will express ownership accurately in both speaking and

writing.

Ready to Elevate Your Spanish Fluency?

Strengthen your grammar with structured lessons or join live practice sessions with native speakers!

Explore Spanish Classes Join Practice Community
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